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AN ACT
CREATING A NATIONAL CAREER ASSESSMENT EXAMINATION TO 
INSTITUTIONALIZE A CAREER DIRECTION PROGRAM FOR SECONDARY 
GRADUATES, DEFINING ITS SCOPE AND FUNCTIONS AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Philippine educational system has been undergoing innovative 
transformation and restructuring to improve the quality of education and quality of 
graduates in the elementary, secondary and tertiary levels as means to promote national 
development and global competitiveness. Present condition indicates that a small 
percentage of college graduates successfully find appropriate employment perfectly 
suited for their respective courses. This has resulted to unemployment and over supply 
of college graduates in white collar jobs and shortages in skilled manpower. Moreover, 
recent results of professional examinations consistently yielded small percentage of 
successful examinees. This is further aggravated by the continuous exodus and 
migration of our professionals seeking employment and high paying jobs in other 
countries. To address this pressing and urgent predicament, there is a need to 
institutionalize a mechanism which will check, screen and monitor the flow of 
secondary graduates to post-secondary learning institutions to promote national 
development and global competitiveness. In this light, the National Career Assessment 
Examination (NCAE) will act as an instrument to maintain a viable balance among the 
number of white collar employees, skilled manpower and entrepreneurs through a 
provision of career direction to secondary graduates.

The bill shall provide a redirection of skills development program in the tertiary 
level specifically aimed at harmonizing and matching the supply coming from post
secondary institution with that of the demand of the country's employment market. It 
shall address the evident need to institutionalize a career direction program for 
secondary graduates which would assess the individual's potential to; enter a four-year 
degree program, take technical/vocational course or embark into entrepreneurship. 
Finally, it shall answer the pressing and apparent need to prepare high school 
graduates for national development and global competitiveness.

In view of the foregoing reasons, the approval of this bill is earnestly sought.

FRANCIS G. ESCUDERO












