
SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE ) 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES )
First Regular Session )

l$f(ict of thP.S’’'-*- 1-1 II;

'1 6  JUL 21 All :3 2
SENATE

784S. B. No. Rl  r T> Y*

Introduced by Senator FRANCIS G. ESCUDERO

AN ACT
INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR CRIMINAL NEGLIGENCE COMMITTED BY 
COMMON CARRIERS, FURTHER AMENDING ARTICLE 365 OF ACT NO. 3815, 

AS AMENDED, OR THE REVISED PENAL CODE

EXPLANATORY NOTE

As early as 2003, the Department of Health Road Safety Program statistics 
already showed that road accidents ranked as the fourth leading cause of deaths among 
Filipinos and first in terms of injury morbidity, which is 20%.

With this, legislation must provide a preventive policy to address this problem. 
And as such, this bill proposes the increase of penalty for criminal negligence caused by 
common carriers against persons albeit without limiting its application to buses or land 
common carriers only.

As a matter of fundamental statutory policy, common carriers are required "to 
carry their passengers safely as far as human care and foresight can provide, using utmost 
diligence of very cautious persons, with due regard for all the circumstances1" (underscoring 
supplied). Nevertheless, this mandatory provision of law merely covers civil liability of 
common carriers to their passengers and excludes third persons and criminal 
obligation.

The criminal liability of common carriers is found in Article 365 of the Revised 
Penal Code, Criminal Negligence, which provides as penalty of imprisonment arresto 
mayor to prision correccional in its medium period, or from one (1) month to four (4) years 
and two (2) months, depending on the gravity of the resultant crime or felony.

These penalties may no longer be apt considering the way common carriers, 
especially buses, have lightly treated their obligation under existing laws. The utmost 
diligence required must be extended to third parties and their criminal liability 
expanded or be made stringent and strict.

This bill aims to penalize criminal negligence committed by common carriers 
with imprisonment ranging from arresto mayor in its maximum period to prision mayor, 
or from four (4) months one (1) day to six (6) months to twelve (12) years, in case of 
injury, depending on the extent or gravity of the injury as provided for under Title

Article 1735, Civil Code o f the Philippines.








